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The current status and challenges of reagent (cultures) market for Assisted Reproductive Technology
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Abstract.

The market for fertility treatment and its surrounding have been opening more doors recently.

In Japan, assisted reproductive technology (ART) has a tendency of increasing these days and the
number of treatment cases is number one in the world.

Added to this, subsidization schemes for IVF (In Vitro Fertilization) and ICSI (Intracytoplasmic
Sperm Injection) have been amended since January, 2016 as well as lifting a ban on private insurance
programs for fertility treatment in April, 2016.

Considering that fertility treatment was costly before the amendments were made, we predict that a
number of fertility treatment cases will likely to increase in the future.

On the other hand, most of competitors in the domestic market for reagents and cultures used for ART
are foreign companies that import and sell their products in Japan. However, there are opportunities
for domestic manufacturers to enter and expand their presence in this market in the future since the
market itself has been growing because of the market conditions.

In this report, we present a brief outline of fertility treatment and clarify the current status of ART
and its surroundings, types of reagents and cultures, domestic reagent market analysis, and competitors
in the domestic market.

We also speculate chances of entry into the market for domestic manufacturers by examining
challenges of this market.
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